A cluster of four cases of Mycobacterium haemophilum infection.
Four cases of infection with Mycobacterium haemophilum occurred at a single hospital in a seven-month period. Only 22 cases have been reported since 1976. All four patients were immunocompromised; two had AIDS and two were the first known recipients of allogeneic bone marrow transplants (BMT) to develop the infection. One BMT recipient died of Mycobacterium haemophilum pneumonia. The organism requires hemin or ferric ammonium citrate and incubation of media at 30 degrees C for optimum growth. Clinicians and microbiologists should consider infection with Mycobacterium haemophilum, particularly when specimens are from immunocompromised patients with unexplained illness and/or when acid-fast bacilli are seen on smear.